THE   QUEEN'S   SELF-CONTROL
St. Germains to receive him] the King went to the end of the 1689 guardroom to meet him ; the King of England bowed very low, as if to embrace his knees ; the King prevented him, and embraced him four or five times very cordially ... he then led him to the Queen's apartment, who had much ado to restrain her tears. . . . The King sent 10,000 louis d'or to the King of England. He looks old and tired ; the Queen is thin, with eyes that have wept much, but black and beautiful ; a fine complexion, rather pale ; a large mouth and beautiful teeth ; a handsome figure and plenty of spirit; une personne composes and very pleasing."
We have seen in Mary Beatrice's letter to her brother that but for the help of God she feared the greatness of her afflictions might bereave her of her senses ; no stronger proof of the valiant self-control she exerted over herself could be furnished than by the following account from the pen of Countess Vittoria Montecuccoli Davia, the companion of her flight, and the only person in her confidence, as she had herself described her. It is addressed to the Duke of Modena, and                                |
dated Versailles, 7 January, 1689.
". . . The Queen has betrayed no regret at having left her kingdom and all the rest; she lamented sorely over her separation from the King, whom she longed to see in safety ; now I fancy she may think a little about the rest. At any rate her virtue is great, and I hope God in his goodness will soon restore their Majesties to their kingdom. ... I offer my congratulations to your most Serene Highness, assuring you you have a Queen for sister who is the admiration of everyone. . . . The King [of France] shows her the greatest esteem, and after providing her with everything [including a splendid silver toilette service], has sent her a casket containing 6,000 louis d'or."
QUEEN MARY BEATRICE TO THE DUKE OF MODENA.
"S'r. GERMAINS, 12 January 1689. "DEAR BROTHER,
If.I tried to tell you all that has happened to me and to the King since our departure, I would write a volume rather than a
227                            o   2 . . 10 Jan. The Queen received Madame de Portsmouth and made her sit down."
